140.   OUR DUTY TO THEM

September, 21 1924

With an artist's pen Mr. Andrews in his article1 on the
"Aboriginal Tribes" has combined three things. He has suppor-
ted the fervent appeal of Mr. A. V. Thakkar for funds for the Bhil
Seva Mandal in the Panchmahala. I heartily echo Mr. An-
drews3 sentiments. Mr. Thakkar needs no introduction from
me. He had dedicated himself to the service of the motherland
long before my return to India and becoming a famous man*
His services in connection with the administration of famine
relief organized by Gujarat for the help of the distressed in
Orissa are still fresh in our memory. He has endeared himself to
the untouchables of Gujarat by his single-minded devotion to
their cause. But his restless nature has found a class of people in
Gujarat more submerged and therefore more in need of a lifting
hand than the untouchables themselves. He has therefore become
the high priest of the simple Bhils of the Panchmahals. I hope
that Mr, Thakkar's appeal will not fall upon deaf ears.

In speaking about the aboriginal tribes it was impossible
for Mr. Andrews to omit the name of his friend, disciple and
fellow-worker, Willie Pearson. He loses no opportunity of pay-
ing a well-deserved tribute to the memory of one of the noblest of
Englishmen who dedicated his all to the service of India. When
Mr. Gokhale2 asked Mr. Andrews at a moment's notice to go to
'the rescue of the satyagrahis of South Africa, Willie Pearson
volunteered his services and accompanied Mr. Andrews to
South Africa. For me it was love at first sight between these
Englishmen and myself. Pearson's noble features with the frank,
benign and bewitching expression in his eyes rise before me as
I dictate these lines. I saw Pearson at work in South Africa and
again at Shantiniketan. More selflessness and more devotion
to duty it would be difficult to find. No honest toil was beneath
Pearson's dignity. For him the lower the work was, the greater
Was the dignity. He was the first at Shantiniketan to volunteer
his services for cleaning the drains of its kitchen and the sea-

i In Young India, 2-10-1924
*G. K. Gokhale (1866-1915); founder of the Servants of India Society;
President, Indian National Congress at Banaras in 1905